
Non-ag scoring rubricNon-ag scoring rubric
NCGA prioritizes Non-Ag space for those who uplift and support Humboldt County Ag
producers in their product offerings. To manage the high demand of participation and limited
space, Prepared Food & Grocery vendors are given a score based on the below criteria.
Scores determine whether vendors are invited to attend markets.

This Scoring Rubric was created by the NCGA Non-Ag Criteria Working Group, and is updated
as needed by the member-led NCGA Farmers’ Market Steering Committee. 

Member feedback is always welcome. Last updated February 2026.

What percent of
ingredients are
grown/raised 

by you in 
Humboldt County?

What percent of
ingredients are
grown/raised 

by you in 
Humboldt County?

1 point per 25%

What percentage
of local, Humboldt

County AG
products do you
use, by volume?

What percentage
of local, Humboldt

County AG
products do you
use, by volume?

1 point per 10%

Are you an
agricultural producer

(farmer, rancher,
fisherman) in

Humboldt County?

Are you an
agricultural producer

(farmer, rancher,
fisherman) in

Humboldt County?

Yes = 1 point

How is your
product/business

unique to the
market?

How is your
product/business

unique to the
market?

0-3 points

What percent of
your product is
handcrafted by

you?

What percent of
your product is
handcrafted by

you?

1 point per 25%

Made from scratch v. bought

What percentage of
whole, unprocessed

ingredients are used?

What percentage of
whole, unprocessed

ingredients are used?
Produce, nuts, seeds, meat,

beans, dairy, eggs, honey

1 point per 25%

Is your
business

less than 5
years old?

Is your
business

less than 5
years old?

Yes = 1 point

Which NCGA
markets did you

attend other than
Arcata Plaza in
the past year?

Which NCGA
markets did you

attend other than
Arcata Plaza in
the past year?

1 point per 
“high need market”

Do you regularly
attend inclement
weather markets?

Do you regularly
attend inclement
weather markets?

Rainy, windy, snowy, etc

Yes = 1 point

How many
continuous

years have you
been a member

of NCGA?

How many
continuous

years have you
been a member

of NCGA?
0.5 points per year

10 point cap

Vendors are required to use reusable or backyard compostable
materials when possible. Staff will follow-up as needed.
NCGA prioritizes space for those without brick & mortar locations as
their primary sales outlet (for members as of 2026)
When space is limited for Non-Ag, we prioritize spots for those with
food for human consumption, and those with products fully
produced in Humboldt County

Additional Guidelines


